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regulation fell very heavy on the necessaries of life and laid them under great
distresses we desired Messrs Frankland, Holwell and Playdell to examine
the state of the duties formerly collected in the buzars and lay before the
Board such alterations as they judged might be for the relief of the poor,
and those gentlemen accordingly laid before us a statement of duties to be
collected on necessaries of life and the articles of luxury which being approved
of by the Board was ordered to be carried into excution, the particulars
whereof you will see entered at large in our consultation of the 26th July.
68.   We flatter ourselves that the regulations we have made in this branch
of the Company's revenues and the customs we have established will meet
with your approbation as we have had no view herein but the good of the
settlement in general and therein that of the Company.   We make no doubt
you will be convinced of the solidity of our reasons for deviating from your
orders of collecting four per cent on exports and imports when you have seen
a statement, transmitted last year, of a voyage from hence to the Coromandel
coast, the Gulph of Persia, Bombay, Surat and back wherein it appears what
the owners paid at the different ports in duties to the Company and scarce
divided respodentia on her return to this port.
69.   Your orders respecting the method of collecting the customs have
been duly complied with and a Sea and Land Custom Master appointed with
proper directions for carrying on the business of their different departments.
Mr. Richard Becher had the charge of the sea customs conformable to your
commands of 3rd March 1758.   It being necessary for him to have a house
and offices in some convenient place where goods might be landed without
risque we purchased for that purpose Mr, HolwelTs house contiguous to the
old ditch which we ordered to be cleared out for the reception of boats; and
came to a resolution that all goods brought by water carriage should first be
entered at that Custom House and after the boats were properly examined
the Custom Master might permit the goods to be landed at either of the three
following gauts as might be most convenient for the proprietor namely:
The gaut commonly called Jackson's to the north.
The gaut near the old fort in the centre.
The gaut called Mingha Bibby's to the southward.
Any goods that were landed or attempted to be landed without first
being entered at the Custom House were to be seized and confiscated for the
Company's use. Hie gunge was likewise put under the management of the
Sea Custom Master whose officers were to examine and estimate the quantity
of grain brought on any boats, upon which estimation the duty is to be
collected and then the grain permitted to be landed either at the gunge or
any other place*
70,   Mr. Charles Stafford Playdell was appointed Land Custom Master and
a convenient house rented for his residence and the necessary offices of that
post.
71.   The new establishment of duties on goods imported by shipping were
ordered to take {dace immediately after our fixing the same except upon sudb
voyage as had been set on foot prior to this regulation whose cargoes were to
be subject to the former duties.   Only the customs on goods imparted from